Social Studies
Ch. 3 Notes

Lesson 1
· The Earth’s largest land areas are called CONTINENTS
1. Asia

2. Africa

3. North America

4. South America

5. Antarctica
6. Europe

7. Australia

· A GLOBE is round like the Earth.  It can show the true shapes of the continents and oceans.

· The EQUATOR divides the Earth horizontally into the NORTHERN and SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.
· The PRIME MERIDIAN divides the Earth vertically into the EASTERN and WESTERN HEMISPHERES. 
· AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS and MAPS both show a place from above.

· AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS are pictures taken from above.

· MAPS use colors, drawings, and symbols instead of just pictures.

Lesson 2

· CLIMATE is a place’s weather over a year.  It includes how hot and cold it gets, and how much rain or snow falls.
· A community’s climate is affected by its location on Earth.  Places near the equator are often hot and wet.

· EROSION is a slow physical process that slowly wears away the surface of the Earth.

Ex. Running water erodes riverbanks.

· ECOSYSTEM is made up of the plants, animals, land, water, and climate that make up an area.

· Plants and animals in an ecosystem need each other to survive.

Landform Map p. 98-99
· A landform map shows a place’s main physical features.

Lesson 3

· U.S. Regions p. 103

1. Northeast

2. Southeast

3. Midwest

4. Southwest

5. West

· PRESERVE means to save

Lesson 4
Types of Resources

· RENEWABLE RESOURCES can be made again by people or nature. 

Ex. Trees

- NONRENEWABLE RESOURCES cannot be made again quickly by nature or people.  It takes thousands of years to replace these resources.            Ex. fuels such and coal and oil

