Social Studies 
Ch. 4 Notes

Lesson 1
· Environment is made up of the physical features and human features of a place.

· Human Features are things people add to the landscape.  Ex. buildings, bridges, and roads.
· Environment affects where people choose to live, and what people do for fun.

· People adapt or change their ways of life to fit their environments.  Ex. They wear clothes that are good for their climate.

· Natural Disasters are quick changes in the environment.  It is hard for people to adapt to these changes.  Ex. hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, and forest fires.

· Preparing for a Natural Disaster
· Keep extra supplies on hand

(food, water, blankets, and a first-aid kit)

· plan a safe place to go during dangerous weather

Lesson 2

· People Modify or change their environment to meet their needs or to do their jobs.  (Ex. Transportation = roads, bridges, and railroads have been built)

· Tunnel = path that runs under something.

· Canal = waterway dug across land.

*Both help speed up transportation.

· Dams = huge structures built to hold back water.  People build dams to use waterpower to make electricity.

· Dams create Reservoirs or human-made lakes used for collecting and storing water.

Lesson 3
· Recycle = use resources over again so less trash is added to landfills.

· Changes we make now will improve our environment in the future.  A plan to care for the environment can make sure these changes are good ones.

Critical Thinking Skills p. 132-133

· Problem = something that is difficult or hard to understand. 

· Solution = an answer to a problem
Steps to solve a problem:
1. Identify the problem

2. Gather information about the problem from people who have faced similar problems, and from resources at the library.

3. List and consider possible options for solving the problem.

4. Consider the advantages and disadvantages of your options.

5. Choose a solution and act on it. 
