S.Studies
Ch. 6 Notes

Lesson 1
· The first communities in North America were formed long ago by Native Americans.
· Early Native Americans learned about the past through oral history.  Oral = spoken 

· The Native Americans used Natural Resources to meet their need for food, clothing, and shelter.  Shelter = a home or building that protects people from weather.
Lesson 2

· European Explorers came to the Americas to learn more about the land

- Settlement = New Community
  St. Augustine, Florida is the oldest lasting settlement in the U.S.

  The settlement of St. Louis was named for King Louis XV.

· At Jamestown the English settlers and the Native Americans were in conflict over land and food.

Lesson 3

· Through most of the 1700’s the 13 colonies were ruled by Britain.

Colony = settlement ruled by a country that is far away
· The colonists began to feel that Britain’s rules were unfair.  They did not like the new taxes on goods and services from Britain.
Tax = money that people pay the government
· Fighting broke out between the colonists and the soldiers sent from Britain.  The fighting was the start of the Revolutionary War.
· The colonists no longer wanted to be ruled by Britain.  They fought for the freedom to start their own country.

· After the war the country’s leaders wrote the Constitution of the United States.

The Constitution is a set of laws that guides our government.

Lesson 4

· In 1803, President Jefferson bought a huge area of land called the Louisiana Territory.  
The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the country
· President Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark to explore the Louisiana Territory.  They were to find a water route to the Pacific Ocean.

· Sacagawea, a Native American was a guide for the Lewis and Clark expedition.

· After Lewis and Clark’s expedition, many Pioneers headed West in search of land and jobs.

· the trip  West was very hard for the Pioneers.  On their way they faced sickness, accidents, and bad weather

· When the Pioneers arrived in the West they had to supply their own food, clothing, and shelter

· In 1861, the American Civil War began between the Northern and Southern states over slavery

Civil War = two parts of one country fighting
· Northern states thought slavery was wrong

· Southern states thought it was okay to enslave people to work on their farms for free

· President Lincoln felt that slavery should not be allowed in new territories.

Territory = land that belongs to the government, but is not a state or a colony
· In 1863 President Lincoln signed to Emancipation Proclamation. It called for many enslaved people to be free.

· After the Civil War the U.S. continued to grow.  Many immigrants came to live in the U.S.

Immigrant = people who come to live in a country from somewhere else in the world
